CHAP. rs. WILSON PBODUCES HIS BUDGET AT CALCUTTA.  191

Such in brief was Wilson, the first scientific economist who
had ever visited India.   He probably learnt more of the country
in a very short time, than any person who ever landed on its
shores; and his general information extended daily, though it
was not, of course, comparable to the knowledge possessed by
those who have resided long in the East.   His hopes of success
in his financial policy were as high as his sense of the gravity and
difficulty of his task.   As weeks and months wore on, bringing
with them their load of toil trouble and anxiety, his character
shewed itself in a stronger light.   Despite the depression from
great heat, to which he had not been accustomed, his spirits were
buoyant, and disposition elastic, while his bearing was genial and
animated.   His temper, though not destitute of warmth and im-
petuosity in pursuit of great objects, was yet steady and equable
under disappointments.    Though desirous of entering into the
views of his opponents, he was yet very self-reliant, never doubt-
ing that if his plans were defeated for a time he would surely
rectify them, and that they would come right in the end if
only his eye should be upon them and his hand remain at the
- helm.   He kept before his imagination a goal from which his
thoughts were never diverted; if he could not win it at once he
would be content with some progress, and pause with the full
intention of starting again some day from the point where he
had then stopped.   His mind was fertile in expedients, and
whenever obstacles threatened him with failure he would forth-
with contrive remedies, in the conviction that his policy was
good for the public interests and must ultimately prevail.

In February 1860 he produced his financial budget before the
Legislative Council at Calcutta, carefully explaining that his
proposals had the concurrence of his colleagues and the approval
of Lord Canning. His speech on that occasion was the most
able and eloquent statement that had ever up to that time been
made orally in India. Eemarkable minutes and reports had
been frequent in India, but not speeches; and since that day
the proceedings of the Indian legislature have often been
animated by oratory. But the novelty of Wilson's oratorical
effort, enlivening so grave a subject as finance, charmed as well